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TIME OF ERECTION
The time required to erect the framework of a pair of houses depends
more on the number and the type of the connections than on the weight
of the framework.
Eight hours for five or six men may be taken as the average for a pair of
houses ; it can be reduced by the use of connections which are easy to
make and by the provision of templates for the quick positioning of stan-
chion bases, but if much cost is spent in this direction it will not be
recovered by time saved and will require other advantages if it is to
be justified.
PREVENTION OF CORROSION, AND PAINTING
N Since steel is practically everlasting in protected positions such as are
provided in well-constructed framed domestic houses, and since it experi-
ences no permanent volume changes with course of time, the life of a steel-
framed house is in fact determined by the properties of the external
facing, and by the measures taken in. the design to prevent condensation.
The life of a framework will normally greatly exceed the life of the pro-
tective painting on those parts of the framework which are inaccessible for
maintenance ; it is therefore worth while to pay careful attention to the
painting of the steel.
One of the best preservatives for clean structural steel is genuine red
lead paint, applied in two coats ; if this steel is not in a position exposed to
condensation no additional treatment will be necessary.
Where steel components are exposed externally, in addition to touching
up any damage to the shop paint at least one coat of a good quality tough
impermeable paint resistant to the action of light should be applied after
erection.
For roof sheeting, steel sheets protected with bitumen composition are
justified because of the difficulty of maintenance, but where steel wall
sjaeeting is used there is more variety of choice.
! As mentioned earlier, very satisfactory results have been obtained by the
use of paint harling for the exterior of steel houses. The method (which is
patented) consists of applying a thick covering of a mixture of white lead,
stand oil and gold size and of throwing on to this graded granite chippings
to obtain the rough-cast finish. These chips are themselves coated with
the paint mixture before being applied. This type of finish, when applied
to an ordinary steel surface, has been found to be still in good condition
after 10 years.
The fact that red lead is a rust inhibitor makes it an ideal material for
priming steel for external work, and as an alternative to paint harling a
durable finish for external steel can be obtained by means of a red lead
primer and two coats of a good finishing paint.